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Regulation is Rx for driveway headaches

TRANSPORTATION Information Center — LTAP University of Wisconsin–Madison

Driveways can affect the safety,
capacity, structure, and drainage
of a roadway—as much on a
rural town road as on a busy
four-lane. Emergency vehicle
access is also a concern. As a
result, more and more munici-
palities are restricting where a
driveway goes and how it’s built.

“Hilly places like New Glarus
have more problems,” says J.R. Habeck of the Wisconsin
Towns Association.“ If someone puts in a driveway that is
right over a hilltop, there’s not much line of sight there and
you’re just asking for an accident,” he says. He consults with
towns interested in passing permit ordinances and offers them
sample regulations.

In addition to controlling entrance locations, towns may
also address land slope, driveway width, surface material,
side slope, and culvert size. Some ordinances require erosion
control plans and address potential driveway washouts or
other hazards to the town road.

“Mostly towns seem to be administering the permits
themselves,” says Habeck. “That includes enforcement. You
have to name somebody to oversee it. If all you do is pass an
ordinance people will ignore it.” Permit and inspection fees
can help defray some of the costs. Having effective support
from the county is also important.

Driveways are a major expense, so some home builders
may ask for waivers or changes. “We had some conflicts at
first but the last four years now we haven’t had any serious
problems,” says New Glarus Town Chairman John Freitag.
“So far our county has supported the township and they will
not issue a land use permit for a house until the town has
approved and given the driveway permit.”

The town enacted its driveway ordinance about eight
years ago after a house burned to the ground because fire
trucks could not get up its driveway. Just recently the town
amended the ordinance to cut construction costs, reducing
width requirements from 20 feet to 14 or 16 feet. Required
sight lines remain 250 feet in either direction. The town
requires both a permit fee and a refundable $500 deposit to
ensure the driveway meets ordinance guidelines.

Counties face driveway pressures too
In the last three years, three different subdivision developers
have paid to rebuild a Waukesha County road section to get
a driveway entrance permit, reports Highway Commissioner
Rich Bolte. The reason is the county’s thorough and detailed
access/driveway policy and the Highway Committee’s
strong commitment to it.

“We don’t change the policy, period,” says Bolte. Nearly
all of the 50 to 100 driveway applicants each year simply
follow the requirements, he says, though one or two will
choose to change the development or move the access point
to a local street or road.
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Work zone training at your site
Why not schedule the one day T.I.C. Basic Work Zone
workshop at your own site? This training is valuable for any-
one who sets up work zones or inspects them. In addition to
your own work force, consider inviting contractors,
plumbers, and utilities that work in your rights-of-way.

The training is six hours long, usually from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. It covers the basic work zone rules and lets the
participants apply them through group problem solving
exercises. All participants receive their own Wisconsin
Work Zone Safety pocket-sized guides. The T.I.C. instructors
have practical work zone experience and helped write the
Wisconsin Work Zone Safety guide book.

T.I.C. offered this workshop in January and March of
1999 around the state. Last April the City of Oshkosh was
the first city to schedule the workshop at their own site for
their employees.

“It’s been very beneficial,” says Bill Rassmussen,
Superintendent of Streets and Sanitation who sent eight staff
to the session. “This is the first time we sent the workers.
Before when there was training available we sent the
supervisor and the person in charge of signs. Now they can
work as a team and look out for each other.” He noted that
a few times since the training one of his staff suggested that
a work zone signing setup might need some changes.

The cost to have the one day workshop at your site is
$400 for up to 30 participants and $800 for 30 to 60
participants. T.I.C. will provide the instructors and
instructional materials, you provide the room, break
refreshments, and lunch. If you do not schedule a workshop
at your own site, you can still have some of your employees
attend this workshop because T.I.C. will offer Basic Work
Zone again in February 2000.

If you want to schedule a Basic Work Zone workshop at your own
site, call Mercy Ranum at 800/442-4615.

Driveway entrances affect highway safety. To meet county highway permit
requirements, a developer paid to lower the hilltop on this Waukesha
County highway.
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