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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
Music by MPA/JD Student Sophia Rogers 

 
Entrance of La Follette School faculty 

The audience is to rise. 
 

PROCESSION OF GRADUATES 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
Don Moynihan 

Director, La Follette School of Public Affairs 
Professor of Public Affairs 

 
STUDENT SPEAKER 

Razan Aldagher 
Master of Public Affairs 

 
Faculty Speaker 

Hilary Shager 
Former Associate Director, La Follette School of  

Public Affairs 
 

  
 

STUDENT SPEAKER 
 
Razan Aldagher was born and raised in Kuwait. After 
transferring from Kuwait University in 2014, she 
received her bachelor’s in economics in the fall of 2016 
from UW-Madison. She is graduating today with her 
Master of Public Affairs degree from the La Follette 
School. During her time in Madison, she advocated for 

the rights of minority groups on campus, as well as Palestinian rights in 

the Middle East. She was also the editor in chief of UW-Madison’s 
undergraduate journal of economics. This past year, she has served as 
the president of the Muslim Students Association. Razan has previously 
interned at the Kuwait Gulf Oil Company as a capital budgeting analyst 
and will be working with the Broadcasting Board of Governors in 
Washington, D.C., this summer. After her chapter in Madison comes to 
an end, she hopes to pursue a PhD in behavioral economics.  
 

 
STUDENT AWARDS 

 
THE PENNIMAN PRIZE is awarded to the 
graduating student who has written the most 
outstanding paper while a graduate student in public 
affairs. La Follette School faculty nominate the papers 
that best demonstrate the writing and analytic skills the 
school emphasizes. A specialist in taxation and public 
finance, Clara Penniman was the founder and director 

of the La Follette School’s predecessor, the Center for the Study of 
Public Policy and Administration. She was the first female chair of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison’s (then otherwise all male) Political 
Science Department. She retired in 1984 and passed away in 2009. 
 
THE DIRECTOR’S AWARD is given by the La Follette School at 
graduation to recognize a student for his or her outstanding academic 
record. The major criterion for the award is attained GPA, but there 
must also be evidence of being an outstanding public policy thinker and 
communicator. The school started the award in 1991 when Bob 
Haveman ended his term as director. 
 
THE PIORE PRIZE FOR BEST PAPER IN SCIENCE AND 
PUBLIC POLICY is named for Emanuel R. Piore and Nora Kahn 
Piore. The prize is awarded to recognize the best student paper in the 
area of science and public policy. Dr. Emanuel R. Piore was a research 
physicist who marshaled federal dollars for scientific research and 
helped IBM develop a new generation of digital computers. Nora Kahn 
Piore was a New York economist and health policy expert. She 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa in economics in 1933 from the University of 
Wisconsin, where she received an M.A. in economics a year later. 



RECEPTION INFORMATION 
 

Please join us for a 
reception to honor the new graduates. 

-   Brocach   - 
7 W. Main St., Madison, Wisconsin, 53703 

Light hors d’oeuvres, dessert, and cash bar provided 
1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 

 

  
 

THANK YOU 
 

The 2018 La Follette School graduating class would like to 
thank our families and friends. Without your support and 
encouragement, this day would not have been possible. We 
would like to thank the professors and staff at the La Follette 
School of Public Affairs. We are sincerely grateful for your 
instruction, guidance, and assistance. 
 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF COLIN ROHM 
 

La Follette School student Colin 
Rohm was well-known for his 
academic achievement, musical 
prowess, commitment to his student 
advisees, and dedication to helping 
those around him. Rohm’s campus 
reach was extensive. At the time of 
his death, he was working full-time 
as an academic advisor with  
UW-Madison’s Cross-College 
Advising Service while pursuing 
master’s degrees in public affairs 

and in educational policy studies. He also taught two freshman 
seminars. The ripple of his impact on others – as a classmate, 
teacher, advisor, and colleague – will remain for years to come.  

 
 
 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 
Mark Hadley 

Deputy Director, U.S. Congressional Budget Office 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
 

Don Moynihan 
Director, La Follette School of Public Affairs 

Professor of Public Affairs 
 

Gregory Nemet 
Associate Professor of Public Affairs and Environmental 

Studies 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES 
 

Mo O’Connor 
Admissions & Advising Coordinator, La Follette School of 

Public Affairs 
 
 

RECESSIONAL 
The audience is to remain until all officials and graduates have 

left the room. 
 
 
 

  
 



KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

Mark Hadley became Deputy Director of 
the U.S. Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 
in June 2016. Before then, he was CBO’s 
General Counsel for nearly eight years. In that 
capacity, he oversaw the agency’s legal work, 
ethics program, and acquisitions. He had 
advanced from the post of Deputy General 
Counsel. Before that, Hadley was a 
transactional lawyer with Jones Day, a large 
international law firm, where he specialized in 

structured finance and derivatives. Prior to his legal career, he was an 
associate analyst at CBO for five years—during which time his areas 
of responsibility were aviation, deposit insurance, and commerce— 
and a financial specialist with the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
Hadley earned a Master of Public Affairs degree from the La Follette 
School of Public Affairs in 1997 and a J.D. degree (with high honors) 
from The George Washington University Law School.  
 

FACULTY SPEAKER 
 
HILARY SHAGER is the Associate Director 
for Programs and Management at  
UW-Madison’s Institute for Research on 
Poverty. From March 2014 to March 2018, she 
served as the Associate Director of the  
La Follette School, responsible for 
administrative oversight of the school’s 
activities; educational programming; and 
teaching professional development, evidence-
based policymaking, and program evaluation. 
While at La Follette, she also directed the 

Wisconsin Family Impact Seminars and Committee Connect, outreach 
programs with the Wisconsin State Legislature. She is a graduate of 
UW-Madison, where she received her Ph.D. in public policy with a 
minor in education sciences in 2012, and is also a proud La Follette 
School alumna who received her Master of Public Affairs degree in 
2005.  

2018 GRADUATING CLASS 
MASTER OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Aldagher, Razan Chen, Boquan (Erwin) ⌁ 
Chinavere, Nehemiah Cruz, Josh # 
Cudabeck, Britt +^ Dospoy, Kevin ^ 
French, Falon ^ Habjan, Dominic ⌖ 
Harms, David Hepler, Eric 
Karls, Elgin ⌖ Korpel, Ian ⍭ 
Laurie, Chad Marburger, Stephanie ⌅ 
McDowell, Kelly McFerren, Ruanda ⌲ 
Merluzzi, Andrew #^ Meyers, Christopher ⌖ 
Nafziger, Mia Kaisa Swenddal ⌖ Nguyen, Eric La 
Oltmans, Cody Pair, Morgan ⌖ 
Patel, Naiya Petersen, Zachary 
Rohm, Colin * Rohrbeck, Matthew L. 
Murray, Stephanie (Rubin) Ryan, Ian ⌅^ 
Selep, Isabelle Shoemaker, Travis Sterling 
Shreedaran, Sangeetha ⌁⌖ Smith Jr., Kenneth A. ⌲ 
Spika, Dan ⌁ Vega, Kendall 
Wright, Anna ⌁ Zordani, John Andrew ⌁ 

 
MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Alhadeff, Samuel ⌁ Arain, Omer ⌁ 
Arvidson, Mitchell ⌁ Burr, Matthew ⌖ 
Dalgleish, Sarah  Frankel, Cassandra 
Gathing, Vincent + Griffith, Jake 
Harrell, Alison Muscato Hutchison, Casey ⌁⌖ 
LeCloux, Ryan ⌖ Lee, Kevin 
Moen, John + Rao, Manchanahalli S. Rohan ⎐ 
Siddiqi, Atiya Rose Winters, John ^ 

 
Key to Symbols 

⍭ Certificate in Business, Environment, and Social Responsibility (BESR) 
⎐ Certificate in Energy, Analysis and Policy (EAP) 
* Commendation in memoriam 
+ Juris Doctor (Law) Dual Degree 
⌖ La Follette School Student Association Board Member 
⌅ Master of Public Health (MPH) Dual Degree 
⌲ Master of Science in Urban and Regional Planning (URPL) Double Degree 
⌁ Member of the accelerated program cohort 
# Neuroscience Ph.D. Dual Degree 
^ Not in attendance today 


