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Signs, mirrors and lights
help plow drivers
Onalaska has added accessories to their plow trucks to
improve safety. New large signs, as shown in this photo,
warn motorists to be careful behind trucks. The city has
mounted the signs on all their tailgate and V-box spreaders.
“They cost about $500 all together,” says John Marcou of
the Onalaska Streets Department. “We figure that if we can
prevent one backing accident they are more than paid for.”

They use 7-foot and
10-foot wing plows for
clearing snow from
their city streets. It’s
a safe and effective
method, made easier
by adding extra mirrors
and a set of flood lights
to help the driver see
the plow’s operation.
“Without them the
mid-mount wings are
blind to our drivers,”
says Marcou. “With
them we use our wings
in town, center to
curb, with ease.”

For more information,
contact John Marcou,
608/781-9539.
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Reader Response

If you have a comment on a Crossroads
story, a question about roadways or
equipment, an item for the Idea Exchange,
a request for workshop information or
resources, or a name for our mailing list,
fill in this form and mail in an envelope to:

Crossroads
Transportation Information Center
University of Wisconsin–Madison
432 North Lake Street
Madison, WI  53706

Or call, fax, or e-mail us:
phone 800/442-4615
fax 608/263-3160
e-mail sauer@engr.wisc.edu

  Please put me on your Crossroads mailing list.

  Please send me information on ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

  My idea, comment or question is ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________________________ Title/Agency ________________________________

Address ____________________________________ City __________________  State ___   Zip ____________

Phone (         ) __________________   fax (          ) _________________ e-mail _________________________

(We’ll contact you to get more details or answer your question.)

Idea Exchange

Tips from Winter Maintenance Workshops
The T.I.C.’s seven Winter Maintenance Workshops in
September were well-attended. In addition to covering basics
and new techniques, they gave people from local agencies
an opportunity to share ideas and concerns. Crossroads
reports here on some of the issues discussed.

Liability  Local government employees and elected officials
are sometimes named in liability suits against agencies.
Under Wisconsin statutes, the agency (and its insurance
company) must provide legal defense services and pay any
financial judgements. Employees and elected officials do not
need additional personal liability coverage for actions within
the scope of employment or service. Agency responsibility
does not cover non-work-related actions, however.

Safety  Suggestions from participants addressed snowplow
driver fatigue and boredom. One was to keep the truck cab
at a cooler temperature and dress appropriately. Warm
temperatures tend to make the driver more drowsy. Others
reported snacking on vegetables and fruit to help fight
boredom and fatigue. Keeping the cab clean
and clear of non-essential items was recommended.

Snowplow driver fatigue becomes a critical issue after
extended hours of plowing under difficult conditions. The
national Commercial Drivers License requirements do not
limit hours of operation for municipal employees, who are
exempted, as they do for over the road drivers.

Agencies are encouraged to provide safety equipment and
comfort options for snow plow trucks. Among those suggested
are: heated exterior mirrors, electric windows to allow the
single operator to open the passenger window for additional
ventilation. Provide the best driver seat available. Agencies
are now also including AM/FM radios and weather channel
radios to supply additional information and help reduce
driver fatigue and monotony.

“Everybody should be sampling and testing on a regular
basis to ensure they’re getting what they’re paying for,”
says Keith Lundin, Director of the Highway Technician
Certification Program (HTCP) based at the UW Platteville.
“That process is easier these days because of Wisconsin’s
quality control and assurance leadership.”

The state is a national leader in establishing a strategy
for addressing quality control and assurance with highway
contractors. WisDOT has given contractors responsibility for
quality control using revised specifications and contractual
practices for contracted work. This involves routinely
sampling and analyzing the materials and the work.

The HTCP assists in this process by offering programs
that train and certify individuals who do sampling and
testing, process control/ troubleshooting, and mix design in
aggregate, hot-mix asphalt and Portland Cement Concrete.
Between January and June, HTCP is offering more than
30 classes in Eau Claire, Green Bay, Wisconsin Rapids,
Madison, and Platteville.

Local agencies can take advantage of Wisconsin’s
leadership in quality management by requiring certified
testing in all bid specs. Larger agencies and those operating
their own gravel quarries and asphalt and PCC plants can
benefit by training and certifying staff through the HTCP.

Testing aggregate is fundamental to managing road
construction quality. Aggregates are the main ingredient in
all phases from base construction and pavement mixes, to
granular shoulders, granular surfacing, and erosion control.
A proposed new HTCP class will teach specific aggregate
testing for PCC mixes. This will allow contractors to test their
own aggregates to assure they are using good materials.

“Materials represent approximately 60 percent of a road
construction project’s cost,” says Lundin. “You have to use
good materials.”

One of the newest classes teaches mix design and testing
for SUPERPAVE, the new superior-performance asphalt
pavement. Beginning in 2000, Wisconsin’s goal is to
implement using SUPERPAVE on all high volume roads.
This new design system requires a better aggregate matrix
and properties for better load transfer and greater durability.

A new Federal mandate requires that any project using
Federal Aid funds, must also use qualified sampling and
testing personnel and laboratories. WisDOT has arranged
informational meetings for January and February 2000 on
this new mandate. Contact the HTCP office for more
information and to attend these sessions.

For more information contact Keith Lundin at 608/342-1545,
or lundin@uwplatt.edu.

Good aggregates make better roads.

Good sampling and testing make better roads
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continued on page 3

Do you have a good idea that has made your work easier, safer, or
more efficient. Please share it with other Crossroads readers. Tell
us about it using the form on page 7. Send photos if you can.


