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Wisconsin is still actively moving toward the
International Standard by using metric units in
all new road plans, says Ron Nohr, WisDOT
metric coordinator. “We are still working
toward the September 30, 1996, date,” he
says. According to Nohr probably 100 high-
way projects are in some stage of design and
numerous others are in the planning stage—
all using metric units. Over 300 other projects
begun in English units have been officially
excepted from using metric because of the cost
and labor of converting them to metric units.

WisDOT has produced a new booklet,
Getting Started in Metrics, to help with the
process. It features conversion guidelines,
tables of conversion factors and drafting
standards, and summarizes writing
conventions.
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New work for county safety commissions
County traffic safety commissions have been around for
nearly 25 years—with varying degrees of activity and
effectiveness. Now WisDOT is looking to them to help
carry out the federal ISTEA mandate for local safety
management systems. Coordinating the effort is Jerry
Smith, community traffic safety program manager at
WisDOT. “The commissions are ideal for this purpose,”
says Smith. “They already exist and bring together all the
disciplines which are involved in safety at the local level.”

Since they were created in 1971, the commissions
were supposed to meet quarterly; keep an accident loca-
tion system; and be a focal point for safety programs, for
reviewing unsafe roads or intersections, and for recom-
mending ways to address the problems. “Some work in a

perfunctory way while others are very active,” says
Smith, who has been attending many of the meetings
around the state.

The commissions can be very helpful to small and
large municipalities who have to address unpopular
or expensive safety decisions. As an unbiased review
group, they can make a recommendation that is poli-
tically difficult for the local officials. For example,
citizens often react to a crash or injury by demanding a
stop sign, a traffic signal or lower speed on a section of

Metrication marches on

Keeping local roads safe
Sometimes it takes major reconstruction or expensive
equipment to improve local road safety. Adding traffic
or railroad crossing signals or rebuilding hazardous inter-
sections, narrow roads or deficient bridges can be costly.

However, safety can also be significantly improved by
paying attention to many smaller details. For example,
checking signs, shoulders and guardrail, and mowing or
brushing roadsides to improve vision can add important
safety margins for drivers.

Inspecting and maintaining highway signs, and
especially replacing critical missing signs, are major
responsibilities of local streets and highway agencies.

Keeping them up can help prevent serious crashes.
Continued on page 4

“Our Design Office pulled together the
information that is now in various places in the
Facilities Development Manual and put it in
one place. We wanted to give people a jump
start on going metric,” says Nohr. The booklet
references sections of the Manual for further
detail.

Metric training videotapes are available
through the T.I.C.’s Videotape Lending Library.
The three tapes (#17710-17712, SI Metric for

the Workplace) total 49 minutes and can
be borrowed through your County
Extension office.

Copies of Getting Started in Metrics and of
a slide rule that converts length, area,

force, volume, temperature and
pressure are available free from the
T.I.C. To get one, fax or mail the form
on page 7, or call 800/442-4615.

Continued on page 4
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Reviewing crashes is one of the jobs of County Traffic Safety
Commissions


