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working towards a 35-mile grid covering the whole
state. The information is quite accurate for up to 35
miles, Peterson says.

Larger communities can access this information
directly through a computer hook-up. Contact the
WisDOT District Maintenance Engineer for information.

Smaller communities can call their county Highway
departments for a current status report and forecast.

Contract forecasts
Many municipalities contract for commercial weather
forecasts. The cost varies with the level of service and
size of community. At the simplest, you can just call
whenever you want a forecast for your area. The
businesses also offer daily routine forecasts, storm alerts,
and 24-hour telephone calls. (Contact T.I.C. for a list of
forecast services.)

Milwaukee, for example, has received forecasts from
Murry and Trettle for more than 30 years. “We use them
like an alarm clock,” says Dave Lorbeske, the city’s field
manager for winter maintenance operations. “They will
call and warn us if snow is coming, 24 hours a day.”

The city’s on-call manager writes the meteorologist’s
verbal weather observations and forecasts on a form. He
can ask questions and get more information right away.
Routine 24-hour forecasts are delivered in the morning
by phone or fax and updated in the afternoon. The
company also supplies storm alerts and longer range
forecasts. The service costs Milwaukee about $5000/yr.

 “We want to know what time of day the storm will
hit, the temperature before and after the storm, its
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Local officials can talk to Council members to let
WisDOT know about concerns, problems and policy issues
that affect their communities. Its 23 members are drawn
from Wisconsin Alliance of Cities, Wisconsin Towns
Association, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, and
Wisconsin Counties Association. A membership list with
addresses and phone numbers is available from the T.I.C.

“We’re addressing broad issues that include some
knotty problems,” says Douglas Duckert, head of
WisDOT‘s Office of Local Highway Programs. “The
Council has some very capable people working on these
things, and we hope to have some useful recommenda-
tions to give to the Secretary by mid-summer.”

For a Council membership list with phone numbers and
addresses, use the form on page 7 or call 800/442-4615.

Local Roads and Streets Council formed

Weather—the winter guessing game
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Clarifications

Must CDL drivers inspect their trucks?
Lt. Lyle Walheim, State Patrol Program
Manager, Motor Safety Program, replies:
Privately employed holders of the CDL
must carry out daily pre- and post-trip
inspections of their equipment and
maintain those records according to part
396 of the Federal Code of Regulations
(49CFR). Municipal employees are
specifically exempted from this regula-

As part of WisDOT’s TransLinks21 long-range planning
process, Department Secretary Charles Thompson formed
the Local Roads and Streets Council last April. Members
come from county, town, city, and village organizations as
well as Regional Planning Commissions and Municipal
Planning Organizations. WisDOT is represented by five
non-voting members.

The Council and its committees are to study financing
policies for local roads and streets, gather better data
regarding their conditions, and identify the most cost-
effective ways to provide local road and street services.
The goal is to do a better job of directing local road funding
to the highest-priority needs.

A winter storm is howling through central Minnesota.
Should you call out the plows? The air temperature is 18° F
at 6:00 AM. Will it warm up enough by noon for salt to work?

Good questions. Where do you get the answers?
These days there’s good satellite, radar, air and pavement

condition information to help make winter maintenance a
more exact art.

Pavement sensor forecasts
Pavement temperatures and forecasts are about the most
sophisticated information currently available for road

maintenance.
Wisconsin now has
a network of pave-
ment sensors and
weather stations on
Interstates and other
major divided
highways. The
stations continuously
report weather and
pavement data via
personal computer
to all County
Highway offices,
WisDOT District
offices, and other
municipalities.

The system, coordinated by WisDOT, includes a 24-hour
forecast of projected pavement temperatures.

Knowing pavement temperatures may let you eliminate
a round of salting, says WisDOT’s Wayne Peterson who has
been coordinating the system until recently. (Mike Adams is
the new on-site program manager.) Even though air tempera-
ture is below freezing, if pavement temperature is 40°, it
doesn’t make much sense to salt, Peterson says. But if the
pavement temperature is 34° now, and projected to go down
later, you want to salt right away to prevent ice bonding and
buildup on the pavement. Peterson believes the system will
help cut salt use around the state.

There are 30 stations now, and WisDOT will have
21 new stations on line in December. The department is
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Part VI F-3 of the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).
Because it indicates that vehicle drivers
have the right of way and can freely
move to the other lane, it should never
be used in the arrow mode on a two-
lane road. It can be set up on the
shoulder in the caution mode (all four
corners blinking) when both lanes of the
highway remain operational and all the
work is on the shoulder.

tion under part 390.3(f) of those regula-
tions. This means that drivers who
contract with a municipality for snow
removal and other services operate under
different rules and must fill out and keep
appropriate inspection forms. Forms are
available from commercial vendors.

What is the appropriate use of an arrow
board on a two-lane two-way road?
Uses of the arrow panel are described in
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