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Why Now & What to Do
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Definitions

Sustainability: 
meet the needs of the 
present without 
compromising the ability 
of future generations to 
meet their own needs.

People, planet & profit



Net Zero Carbon or Carbon Neutral

All activities—building energy usage, 
transportation, water usage, food and product 
consumption—are as low-emission as feasible.

Remaining emissions are offset so that 
the result of all activities is zero emissions.
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Why Act Now?

86% of 
S&P 500 

companies 
published a 

sustainability
report in 2018

70% of 
institutional 

investors look 
at ESG data



Why Act Now?

Consumers are becoming far more 
environmentally aware, and some of the 
world’s biggest brands are struggling to 
keep up with the pace of this change...  
Forbes

https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikescott/2019/02/26/shoppers-want-more-sustainable-products-but-brands-are-struggling-to-keep-up/#5535db73364a


Why Act Now?

https://hbr.org/2019/06/research-actually-consumers-do-buy-sustainable-products
https://hbr.org/2019/06/research-actually-consumers-do-buy-sustainable-products


Why Act Now?

40% of Millennials have chosen 
to work for a company that 
performed better on sustainability 
than the alternative

Fast Company 2019

https://www.fastcompany.com/90306556/most-millennials-would-take-a-pay-cut-to-work-at-a-sustainable-company


Why Act Now?

71% of all employees want 
opportunities to help make a 
positive impact on the company’s 
social and environmental 
commitments Cone 2016

https://www.conecomm.com/news-blog/2016-cone-communications-employee-engagement-study


Why Act Now?

The economics are 
better than ever.



Why Act Now?

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/


Across Wisconsin 
the majority 
recognizes global 
warming is real.

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/


About 
1/3 of 
Wisconsin 
residents live in 
communities with 
ambitious climate 
goals

Across Wisconsin 
the majority 
recognizes global 
warming is real.
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https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/


What to Do?
• Benchmark your efforts

• EPA Energy Star Portfolio Manager
• It’s free and easy to use
• Calculates Energy Use Intensity (EUI)

• Compares your energy and water use 
to similar buildings around the country

• Normalized for weather, size of building, 
number of occupants

• See how you compare and then work 
to get better

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager


What to Do?
• Choose efficiency, always

• ENERGY STAR, WaterSense…look for those labels
• Lights, HVAC, equipment - everything
• Efficient option is higher quality
• A 5-year payback on a 15-year appliance = 10 years of 

profit
• Focus on Energy can help – other financing too
• If you plan to be in business 20 years from now, act like 

it

https://www.energystar.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/watersense
https://www.focusonenergy.com/


What to Do?
• Reduce waste (stop burning money)

• Lights, computers left on in empty workspaces
• Idling vehicles
• Dripping faucets
• Waste sends the wrong message to employees, 

customers
• If you want smart innovation, stop doing stupid stuff

https://coolchoices.com/employee-perspectives-on-sustainability/


What to Do?
• Consider Installing Solar

• Project Sunroof to assess roof
• Low prices, tax credits, Focus on Energy incentives…now 

is the time!
• PACE financing means no up-front cost
• Visible way to demonstrate your commitment

• Employees as well as customers will respond

https://www.google.com/get/sunroof
https://www.energysage.com/solar/cost-benefit/solar-investment-tax-credit/
https://www.focusonenergy.com/
https://www.pacewi.org/


What to Do?
• Look at your fleet expenses too

• Electric vehicles
• Renewable natural gas vs diesel
• Reduced idling, eco-driving
• Wisconsin Clean Cities is a great resource
• Your fleet is mobile marketing for your values

https://wicleancities.org/


Calculating Your Emissions

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/business-calculator

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/business-calculator


GMP is for Wisconsin businesses 
to measure, monitor, improve 
their sustainability initiatives.

1. Assessment – benchmark and 
compare your sustainability 
performance internally and to 
other companies in your sector.

2. Recognition – earn a certificate, 
share your success. The top 20% 
are recognized at our annual 
conference.

3. Certification – A third party 
credential (unaudited) to validate 
your sustainability programming. 



GMP ACTION MANAGER



GMP Process

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/90769c_cca704203f3d470d8b3d98f07922f64b.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/90769c_cca704203f3d470d8b3d98f07922f64b.pdf


Three Levels of Performance

1. Apprentice – 120 to 300 points
2. Professional – Over 300 points
3. Master – Top 20% - 2019 was 

550 to 745

2019 Scoring
• Average Score - 469
• Participant Total - 130



DASHBOARD - Sector Comparison



DASHBOARD – Company Progress





Carbon Progression / Program Questions



www.wisconsinsustainability.com



www.GreenMkting.com

Lisa Geason-Bauer 
President 

http://www.greenmkting.com


Overview of Tool &  
SDG Action #13 



SDG Action Manager 

Tool Created by: 

Based on:  



Screenshot of baseline + 
module’s

Baseline  = UN Global 
Compact 10 Principles   







SDG Action Manager 

● Built on the same platform as the BIA (B Impact 
Assessment

● Tool is FREE, it is a public good
● Not Audited - Internal Impact Management Tool  

(NO verification is necessary)*
● Launched publicly end of Jan. 2020  

* = for verification complete the BIA & become a 
Certified B Corp.



Features of the SDG Action Manager 
● Find your starting point
● Understand and share your impact
● Set goals and track improvement
● Collaborate across your company
● Learn at every step
● Trailblaze together: Join a global movement of companies working to 

build  a  be tte r world  for people  and  our p lane t by 2030.







More info / ?? 
about the question 

Shows other sections 
that have the same ?? 
and 
BIA environment  ???





More Resources: 

SDGActionManager.com

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/sdg-action-
manager

https://sdghub.com/project/sdg-action-manager-tool/

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/sdg-action-manager
https://sdghub.com/project/sdg-action-manager-tool/


Follow Up Questions? 

Kathy Kuntz, 
Kuntz.Kathryn@countyofdane.com

Lisa Geason-Bauer,  
Lisa@evolutionmarketing.biz

Jessy Servi Ortiz, 
Jessy@wisconsinsustainability.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lisageasonbauer/
mailto:Lisa@evolutionmarketing.biz
about:blank
mailto:Jessy@wisconsinsustainability.com
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