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AASHTO, the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Organizations, has set up a Metrication
Clearinghouse to help supply information to local govern-
ment officials. It is housed at the Texas Transportation
Institute in College Station, Texas.

Local officials are invited to take advantage of infor-
mation in the Clearinghouse’s databases. Topics covered
include transportation-related metric issues, metrication
publications, metric standards, metric conferences, and
metric contacts.

There is a World Wide Web site:
http://tti.tamu.edu/metric or you
could call at 409/845-5770,
fax at 409/845-9848,
or e-mail at
amenefee@tamu.edu

Metrication Clearinghouse offers help

For a listing of
metric publications
and other resources
available from the
Wisconsin DOT
call Shelly Carney
at 608/267-0763.

“I think we’ll see a major change in wage rates in less
populated counties,” says Schultz. “Under the old method
we used the bargained wage rates to set prevailing rates
when no other information was available. The new rates
will be more realistic.”

There will be an annual survey of every Wisconsin
employer in construction and related industries. Then,
under a new formula, the rate paid for more than 50% of
the hours worked in a trade becomes the prevailing rate. If
no rate has more than 50% of the hours, then the new rate
is determined by a weighted average of the top 51% of
wages paid on private sector work in the county.

The details of the new law were worked out with
several focus groups which included representatives from
employers’ associations, unions, municipal associations,
other state agencies, and DILHR staff before it was
introduced into the legislature.

Watch your association newsletters for information. A summary
of changes is available from the T.I.C. Use the form on pg. 7 or
call 800/442-4615. Additional information is available from Pat
Schultz, DILHR Construction Wage Standards Section, P.O. Box
8928, Madison, 53708, phone 608/266-6469, fax 608/267-4592.

New wage laws
Daily overtime requirements for work performed on public
works projects changed recently when Governor Thompson
signed a new wage law. As of April 30, 1996, people can
work four 10-hour days before overtime is required. Time
and one-half will also be required for Saturdays, Sundays
and six selected holidays. Several other changes in the new
bill also took effect at the same time.

Contracting agencies now must post “white sheets” with
prevailing wage rates in at least one conspicuous and easily
accessible place on the site of the project. A local govern-
mental unit may post them at a place normally used to post
public notices if there is no common site on the project.
This formerly was the contractor’s responsibility. These
requirements apply to projects which cost at least $150,000
when more than one trade is required to complete the job
and $30,000 when at least 85% of the job can be done by
one trade.

“Change has been badly needed,” says Pat Schultz,
lead investigator at DILHR’s construction wage standards
section. “These laws were instituted in the 1930s and
haven’t been updated since.” The laws will affect all public
works construction.

Prevailing rates will be more realistic
Starting January 1, 1997, the Department of Industry Labor
and Human Relations (DILHR) will begin setting prevailing
wage rates for each county using a new method and basing
rates on annual surveys. These changes will now also apply
to local highway, street, and bridge work.

Drivers license and CDL news
Grader operators removing snow Federal interpretation of
the Commercial Drivers License (CDL) law now mandates
CDLs for grader operators doing snow removal. This means
these operators must also be in a drug and alcohol testing
program. Employers should move forward with getting
these operators properly licensed.

CDLs not needed for small vehicles Drivers of small dump
trucks (GVWRs below 26,001 pounds) used for snowplow
operations do not need CDLs. This applies only so long as
the registered and actual loaded weights are also below
26,001 pounds.

Drug testing programs As of January 1, 1996, employers of
CDL drivers (regardless of size) are required to have testing
programs in place to check drivers for alcohol and drugs.
If you don’t yet have a program in place, you need to
establish one.

Backup snowplow drivers law As yet, Wisconsin has not
implemented the federal CDL exception for backup
snowplow drivers employed by a governmental unit with
population of less than 3000 people. It may be in place for
the 1996-97 winter.

If you have questions about CDLs, call Julie Clark, at WisDOT,
266-2239. Some of this information is summarized from a March
25, 1996 memorandum written by John J. Sobotik, Assistant
General Counsel, Wisc. Dept. of Transportation. For a copy of
this memorandum call his office at 608/266-8810, or use our
Reader Response form on page 7.

Views from the Road: A community guide for assessing rural
historic landscapes, by David Copps, Island Press, Washington,
D.C., 1995, $25. This easy-to-use guide can help the non-expert
understand the characteristics of scenic beauty and identify it
along roadsides.

Chapter 10, Erosion Control, WisDOT Facilities Development
Manual (FDM), about 150 pp. A detailed description of materials
and installation of erosion control devices. Copies are $5 from
Mark Truby at WisDOT, 608/266-9349, P.O. Box 7965, Madison,
WI 53707-7965. Future updates and revisions are not automatic.

Trans 207 Design and Construction of Municipal Highway
Bridges in or over Navigable Streams, 13 pp. This chapter of the
Wisconsin Administrative Code has specific guidelines for
environmental protections during culvert or bridge replacements
and includes erosion control measures.

Bidding Small Road Improvement Projects, audio tape of ETN
broadcast, 2/13/96. Discusses legal background for bidding small
projects and using sample documents. Copies are $6.80, payable
to UW-Extension. Request by name and date from: ETN Tape
Orders, ICS-UWEX, 975 Observatory Dr., Madison, WI 53706.

Bidding documents for small road projects Sample documents
prepared by the T.I.C. appropriate for simple paving or sealcoat
projects. Also includes owner checklist. These documents have
been updated from those provided at the February ETN workshop.

New tapes in video library
Maintaining and Controlling Roadside Vegetation, (#17917) 120
min. T.I.C. This videotape of the February 1996 satellite workshop
interviews citizens and a local highway official about a roadside
tree-cutting dispute. Also features presentations and Q&A by Dick
Stark, WisDOT landscape architect, Wayne Tlusty, UW-Extension
landscape architect, Steve Pudloski of the T.I.C., and Rick
Stadelman, executive director, Wisconsin Towns Association.

A Traffic Plan to Live By (13-tape series) A new resource for your
in-house work zone traffic control training programs. Designed
especially for low-speed, urban street locations, and training
maintenance crews and inspectors. Each module is a 45-minute
session focusing on a particular traffic control application or
problem. Included is an easy-to-follow training leader’s guide,
a master copy of a participant handout, and a video of real-life
examples of proper traffic control procedures. Produced by Traffic
Education and Consulting Services and Wausau Insurance.

Three traffic control concepts are stressed throughout: visibi-
lity, advanced warning and control, and the P.L.A.N. method of
setting up work zone traffic control: Preview the location, Lay out
the traffic flow on a diagram, Analyze the diagram and design the
control, Navigate through the work zone as if you were a motorist
and then make necessary revisions. Basic concepts and the
P.L.A.N. method are introduced in the first tape. The series then
applies the concepts and method to twelve problem areas:

Introduction to Low Speed Traffic Control (#17904)
Devices (#17905)
Traffic Control Procedures (#17906)
Unattended Work Sites (#17907)
Parking Lane/Shoulder Work (#17908)
Low Speed Lane Closures (#17909)
Intersection Work (#17910)
Pedestrians (#17911)
Protection of Locators and Surveyors (#17912)
Flagging (#17913)
Street Closures (#17914)
City Maintenance Operations (#17915)
Moving and Mobile Operations (#17916)

A limited number of copies of the printed materials listed here are
available from the Wisconsin T.I.C. unless otherwise noted. To get
your copy call 800/442-4615 or use the form on page 7. Videotapes
are loaned free by Wisconsin County Extension Offices.

Access, Location, and Design, Participant Notebook, NHI Course
No. 15255, 1993, 492 pp. Protect street capacity and reduce
traffic conflicts by applying the principals, standards, and
methods presented in this well-organized resource and design
guide. Helpful to engineers, planners and consultants who design
streets and commercial driveways, review development plans,
and develop or administer street access policies and practices.

ROADWARE 6.0, the latest version of the T.I.C. pavement
management software that implements the PASER pavement
rating system. With this new version you can keep track of the
condition and maintenance costs of your pavements, shoulders,
drainage, curbs, and sidewalks. You can also project five years
ahead and analyze how alternate street maintenance treatments,
projects, and various budgets will change the overall condition of
your street system and whether you’ve reduced the maintenance
backlog or not. Version 6.0 is more flexible and user friendly. If
you have used earlier versions your data is easily transferred. If
you do not use a pavement management system you can learn
more about the benefits of PASER and Roadware 6.0 by calling
the T.I.C. at 800/442-4615 or by using the form on page 7.

Resources

T.I.C. workshops
Specific details and locations for workshops are in the
announcements mailed to all Crossroads recipients.

Livable Neighborhoods: Rethinking Residential Streets Are
you getting requests from neighborhoods to do something
about the speed, volume, or character of traffic on their
streets? Do they say it’s too noisy, too fast, too much? Are you
able to respond to their requests in a satisfactory way? This
national satellite workshop will bring you up to speed on the
latest ideas on traffic calming and crime prevention through
environmental design. Hear from experts and learn from three
case studies with very different approaches to this issue.
June 19, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm at four locations in Wisconsin
Winter Road Maintenance Your opportunity to rethink your
operations, learn from others and tune up your approach to
snow and ice control and other winter maintenance activities.

Sept 11 Brookfield Sept 17 Tomah
Sept 12 Green Bay Sept 18 Eau Claire
Sept 13 Barneveld Sept 19 Cable
Sept 20 Rhinelander

UW–Madison seminars
Local government officials are eligible for a limited number of
scholarships for the following engineering courses in Madison.
Use the form on page 7 for details or call 800/442-4615.
Cost Effective Drainage System Design, Aug. 13-16
Effective Detention Basin Design Techniques, Sept. 9-12
Traffic Engineering Fundamentals, Sept. 30-Oct. 2
Managing Snow and Ice Control Operations, Oct. 7-8
Traffic Signal Design Software, October 21-23
Advanced Traffic Signal Design Using TEAPAC, Oct. 24-25

Calendar


